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Week Ending Friday, July 11, 2003

Remarks on the 100th Anniversary of
Flight in Dayton, Ohio
July 4, 2003

The President. Thank you all very much.
Thanks for the warm welcome. Want to be
seated? Be seated. [Laughter] It's kind of a
long speech. [Laughter] Thanks for coming.
It's great to be in the great State of Ohio.
I am proud to be at Wright-Patt, the birth-
place, the home, and the future of aerospace.

I had the honor of meeting Amanda
Wright Lane and Steve Wright, descendants
of the Wright brothers. They were quick to
remind me that Dayton is where the Wright
brothers first drew up the plans for their fly-
ing machine. 1 wonder what Wilbur and
Orville would have thought if they'd have
seen that flying machine that I came in on
today. [Laughter]

I'm truly honored to join you in cele-
brating the 227th anniversary of our Nation’s
independence. The Fourth of July, 2003,
finds our country facing many challenges.
And we're rising to meet them. Today and
every day, the people of this land are grateful
for our freedom, and we are proud to call
ourselves citizens of the United States of
America.

I want to thank Governor Bob Taft and
the First Lady of Ohio for their friendship
and their leadership for the State of Ohio.

I appreciate so very much my friends Sen-
ator George Voinovich and Senator Mike
DeWine for coming out to greet with me
today and to be here with you all. They're
great United States Senators. | want to thank
Congressman Michael Turner, Congressman
David Hobson, and Congressman John
Boehner for their service to the State of
Ohio.

I was so honored that a great American,
former Senator John Glenn, and his wife,
Annie, came out to say hello at the airport,
and I'm honored they are here today. | want
to thank them for coming.

I appreciate members of the State Govern-
ment: The Lieutenant Governor, Jennette
Bradley, is with us today; Treasurer Joe De-
ters; and Doug White, the senate president.
| want to thank the mayor of the city of Day-
ton, Mayor McLin, for coming today as well
and all those involved with city government.

| appreciate the generals on this base that
make this fantastic base function so well,
starting with Les Lyles, the commander. |
want to thank Brad Tillson, who is the chair-
man of Inventing Flight Commission, and
John Barry, who is chairman of the Air Force
Museum Foundation.

Today when 1 landed, | had the oppor-
tunity to meet a fellow citizen named Becky
Lundy.

Audience member. Yeah!

The President. Somebody has heard of
her. [Laughter] Becky Lundy is the spouse
of a active duty Air Force member. What
makes her unique is she’s a volunteer at the
Family Support Center at Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base. She takes time out of her
day to comfort those who need comfort. She
understands that service to our country
means helping somebody in need.

Listen, we're a strong and powerful nation
because we've got a great military. But we're
also strong because we’re a nation of fine
hearts. If those of you are looking for some
way to serve your country, go to
usafreedomcorps.gov on your Internet. Look
up a place to help a neighbor in need. Join
the armies of compassion, just as Becky
Lundy does. We are changing America one
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time,
and we need your help.

But most of all, 1 want to thank you all
for coming today. | appreciate the families
from this base and citizens from all across
the State of Ohio who have come to celebrate
our Independence Day. During the last year,
people at this base have met hardships to-
gether. You looked out for each other. You've
given strength and support to our men and
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women in uniform. Like military commu-
nities across the country, you have played a
vital part in our Nation’s cause, and America
is grateful.

Every year on this date, we take special
pride in the founding generation, the men
and women who waged a desperate fight to
overcome tyranny and live in freedom. Cen-
turies later, it is hard to imagine the Revolu-
tionary War coming out any way other than
it—how it came out. Yet victory was far from
certain and came at great cost. Those brave
men and women were certain only of the
cause they served, the belief that freedom
is the gift of God and the right of all mankind.

Six years passed from the fighting at Con-
cord Bridge to the victory at Yorktown, 6
years of struggle and hardship for American
patriots. By their courage and perseverance,
the Colonies became a country. The land of
13 States and fewer than 4 million people
grew and prospered. And today, all who live
in tyranny and all who yearn for freedom
place their hopes in the United States of
America.

For more than two centuries, Americans
have been called to serve and sacrifice for
the ideals of our founding, and the men and
women of our military have never failed us.
They have left many monuments along the
way, an undivided Union, a liberated Europe,
the rise of democracy in Asia, and the fall
of an evil empire. Millions across the world
are free today because of the unselfish cour-
age of American veterans. And today we
honor our veterans.

And today we honor the current genera-
tion of our military, which is answering the
call to defend our freedom and to bring free-
dom to others. The 23,000 men and women
of Wright-Patt, military and civilian, have
been crucial to our victories in Afghanistan
and in Iraq.

Research done at this base has helped give
America the finest Air Force in history. The
Predator drone, which is serving us so well
overseas, was developed right here. Doctors
and specialists from this base cared for
wounded soldiers and for wounded pris-
oners. Many critical medical evacuations
were carried out by the skillful pilots and
crews of the mighty 445th Wing of Wright-
Patt. C-141s from this base transported
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troops and equipment to serve in both Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and in Operation
Iragi Freedom. And B-1 bombers supported
from this base made their presence known
in Baghdad, striking the dictator’'s regime
until the regime was no more.

Our United States military is meeting the
threats of a new era. People in every branch
of the service and thousands of Guard and
Reserve members called to active duty have
carried out their missions with all the skill
and the honor we expect of them. This Na-
tion is grateful to the men and women who
wear our Nation’s uniform.

And on this Fourth of July, we also re-
member the brave Americans we have lost.
We honor each one for their courage and
for their sacrifice. We think of the families
who miss them so much. And we are thankful
that this Nation produces such fine men and
women who are willing to defend us all. May
God rest their souls.

Our Nation is still at war. The enemies
of America plot against us, and many of our
fellow citizens are still serving and sacrificing
and facing danger in distant places. Many
military families are separated. Our people
in uniform do not have easy duty, and much
depends on their success. Without America’s
active involvement in the world, the ambi-
tions of tyrants would go unopposed, and mil-
lions would live at the mercy of terrorists.
With Americans’ active involvement in the
world, tyrants learn to fear, and terrorists are
on the run.

By killing innocent Americans, our en-
emies made their intentions clear to us. And
since that September day, we have made our
own intentions clear to them. The United
States will not stand by and wait for another
attack or trust in the restraint and good inten-
tions of evil men. We are on the offensive
against terrorists and all who support them.
We will not permit any terrorist group or out-
law regime to threaten us with weapons of
mass murder. We will act whenever it is nec-
essary to protect the lives and the liberty of
the American people.

America’s work in the world does not end
with the removal of grave threats. The Dec-
laration of Independence holds a promise for
all mankind. Because Americans believe that
freedom is an unalienable right, we value the
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freedom of every nation. Because we are
committed to the God-given worth of every
life, we work for human dignity. We protect
our friends, and we raise up former enemies
to be our friends.

We bring food and disaster relief to the
nations of the world in times of crisis. And
in Africa, where I'll go next week, the United
States is leading the effort to fight AIDS and
save millions of lives with the healing power
of medicine.

Just as our enemies are coming to know
the strong will of America, people across the
Earth are seeing the good and generous heart
of America. Americans are a generous people
because we realize how much we have been
given. On the Fourth of July, we can be
grateful for the unity of our country in meet-
ing great challenges, for the renewal of patri-
otism that adversity has brought, and for the
valor we have seen in those who defend the
United States.

In recent events, we have learned the
names of some exceptional young men and
women who have shown the strength and
character of America. At a hospital in Wash-
ington, I met Master Gunnery Sergeant Gua-
dalupe Denogean, an immigrant from Mex-
ico who has served in the Marine Corps for
25 years. In March, he was wounded in com-
bat in Basra and sent back to America for
treatment. When | asked if he had any re-
quests, the Master Gunnery Sergeant had
just two. He wanted a promotion for the
colonel who rescued him, and he wanted to
be an American citizen.

I was there the day that Guadalupe
Denogean took the oath of citizenship. From
the hospital where he was recovering, this
son of Mexico raised his right hand and
pledged to support and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States of America. He had
kept that oath for decades before he took
it. I'm proud to call him a fellow American.

To be an American, whether by birth or
choice, is a high privilege. As citizens of this
good Nation, we can all be proud of our her-
itage and confident in our future. The ideals
of July 4th, 1776, still speak to all humanity.
And the Revolution declared that day goes
on. On July the 4th, 2003, we still placed
our trust in divine providence. We still
pledge our lives and honor to freedom’s de-
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fense. And we will always believe that free-
dom is the hope and the future of every land.

May God continue to bless the United
States of America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. outside
the U.S. Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base. In his remarks, he referred to
Gov. Bob Taft of Ohio and his wife, Hope; Mayor
Rhine McLin of Dayton; Gen. Les Lyles, USAF,
commander, Air Force Materiel Command; and
former President Saddam Hussein of Irag. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
July 5, 2003

Good morning. Every Fourth of July, we
take special pride in the first generation of
Americans, the men and women who waged
a desperate fight to overcome tyranny and
live in freedom. Centuries later, it is hard
to imagine the Revolutionary War coming
out any other way. Yet victory was far from
certain and came at great cost.

Six years passed from the fighting at Con-
cord Bridge to the victory at Yorktown, 6
years of struggle and hardship for American
patriots. By their courage and perseverance,
the Colonies became a country. That land
of 13 States and fewer than 4 million people
grew and prospered. And today, all who live
in tyranny and all who yearn for freedom
place their hopes in the United States of
America.

For more than two centuries, Americans
have been called to serve and sacrifice for
the ideals of our founding, and the men and
women of our military have never failed us.
They have left many monuments along the
way, an undivided Union, a liberated Europe,
the rise of democracy in Asia, and the fall
of an evil empire. Millions across the world
are free today because of the unselfish cour-
age of America’s veterans.

The current generation of our military is
meeting the threats of a new era and fighting
new battles in the war on terror. People in
every branch of the service and thousands
of Guard and Reserve members called to ac-
tive duty have carried out their missions with
all the skill and honor we expect of them.
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This Nation is grateful to our men and
women in uniform.

On this Fourth of July weekend, we also
remember the brave Americans we've lost in
Afghanistan and Irag. We honor each one
for their courage and sacrifice. We think of
the families who miss them so much. And
we are thankful that this Nation produces
such fine men and women who are willing
to defend us all.

At this hour, many are still serving, sacri-
ficing, and facing danger in distant places.
Many military families are still separated.
Our people in uniform do not have easy duty,
and much depends on their success. Without
America’s active involvement in the world,
the ambitions of tyrants would go unopposed,
and millions would live at the mercy of ter-
rorists. With America’s active involvement in
the world, tyrants have learned to fear, and
terrorists are on the run.

This Nation is acting to defend our secu-
rity, yet our mission in the world is broader.
The Declaration of Independence holds a
promise for all mankind. Because Americans
believe that freedom is an unalienable right,
we value the freedom of every nation. Be-
cause we are committed to the God-given
worth of every life, we work for human dig-
nity in every land. We protect our friends
and raise up former enemies to be our
friends. We bring food and disaster relief to
the nations of the world in times of crisis.
And in Africa, where | will go next week,
the United States of America is leading the
effort to fight AIDS and save millions of lives
with the healing power of medicine. Just as
our enemies are going to know the strong
will of America, people across this Earth are
seeing the good and generous heart of Amer-
ica.

As citizens of this good Nation, we can be
proud of our heritage and confident in our
future. The ideals of July 4th, 1776, still
speak to all humanity, and the Revolution de-
clared that day goes on. As we celebrate our
independence in 2003, we still place our trust
in divine providence. We still pledge our lives
and honor to freedom’s defense. And we will
always believe that freedom is the hope and
the future of every land.

May God continue to bless the United
States of America. Thank you for listening.

July 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

NoTe: The address was recorded at 11:01 a.m.
on July 3 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 5. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on July 4 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Remarks at Highland Park
Elementary School in Landover,
Maryland

July 7, 2003

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. Please.
Windy, thank you very much. I'm proud of
you. I'm proud of your dedication. It is a
great country where Windy can come from
a Head Start program and is now a leader
in the movement to make sure Head Start
fulfills the promise of the program.

First, 1 want to thank the good folks here
at Highland Park Elementary School for let-
ting me come by and see a program which
works. | don’t know if the people in the State
of Maryland know this—I know the Gov-
ernor does—that the teachers here and the
program here uses a strategy, what they call
a Center for Improving Readiness for Chil-
dren, Learning, and Education,
C.LLR.C.L.E., which is a model program. It's
a program that incorporates profound and
simple reading lessons necessary to lay the
foundation for future readers. And it’s a pro-
gram that’s working. There is a strong em-
phasis on learning. There is obviously the
continued Head Start focus on good nutrition
and health care. This program also works well
because the parents are involved.

So, I've really come to say a couple of
things. One, | want to thank the good folks
at this learning institution for your focus and
dedication. | also want to say that this is pos-
sible, this program is possible, to be spread
around the country. I mean, this is what we
need to do. That's what we're here to talk
about. We're really here to talk about how
to make sure Head Start works.

I'll never forget the lady in Houston,
Texas, who stood up at one time and she
said, “Reading is the new civil right.” Her
point was, is that if you can't read, it is hard
to access the greatness of America. And if
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reading is the new civil right, a good place
to start with civil rights is at the Head Start
programs all across the country.

And that’s what we’re here to talk about,
how to make then work better. They’re work-
ing okay. We want better than okay in Amer-
ica. We want excellence. Windy understands
that, and | want to thank her for working
with my Secretary for the Department of

Health and Human Services, Tommy
Thompson. | appreciate you coming,
Tommy.

And | appreciate my friend Rod Paige.
He’s the Secretary of Education. If you no-
ticed, the two Secretaries are here, Health
and Human Services and Education. The
idea is to combine both focuses, both De-
partments into one when it comes to Head
Start. The Head Start program will stay
under Tommy’s purview, but we want it to
become an Education Department as well.

I mean, after all, you've got a million kids
gathered together at one time during the day.
If you've got a million kids that may be, as
they call them in the education world, at-
risk readers, let's get it right early then.
That's what we're saying. And that’s what this
initiative is attempting to do.

| appreciate Bob Ehrlich, the Governor of
this great State. He knows what he’s doing
when it comes to education. He’s got a great
wife, the First Lady, Kendel, with us as well.
Governor Ehrlich sets high standards. He
challenges what I call the soft bigotry of low
expectations. He understands if you lower
the bar, assign certain kids to failure based
upon demographics, that's precisely what
you'll get in the State of Maryland. So he
said, “We ought to raise the bar.” He believes
every child can learn. And so does the Lt.
Gov. Michael Steele. They understand that
high standards will yield high results. And
the best place to start in achieving high
standards is with the littlest of children.

I want to thank very much Congressman
John Boehner for coming today. The Con-
gressman is not from Maryland; he's from
Ohio. But he’s an important figure since he’s
the chairman of the House Education Com-
mittee which is marking up legislation which
will help us spread excellence to the Head
Start programs all across the country. Con-
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gressman, thanks for coming. I look forward
to continuing to work with him.

He also is one of the authors of what we
call the No Child Left Behind Act, which
I'll talk about a little bit later. But the No
Child Left Behind Act essentially says we ex-
pect every child to learn, and there is going
to be high standards and strong account-
ability measures to every State in the Union.
In return for increased Title | funding and
in return for an increase in the Federal budg-
et of elementary and secondary schools act
money, we expect results. You see, we're not
going to just spend money and hope some-
thing positive happens. We're going to spend
money and see results.

Well, if you believe in high standards and
accountability, then it’s really important to
get the young kids up to the starting line at
the same time. And that’s why the Head Start
reforms we’re going to talk about are impor-
tant, the reforms which John and his com-
mittee are carrying to the floor of the House
relatively soon.

I want to thank Nancy Grasmick, who is
the State superintendent of schools in Mary-
land. I'm honored that you're here. Thank
you for coming, and thank you for taking on
a tough job. | appreciate Andre Hornsby as
the superintendent of schools, an even
tougher job. Government closest to the peo-
ple is sometimes government that’s the hard-
est. And | want to thank Guylaine Richard,
who is the program director for the Head
Start. | appreciate, Guylaine, you opening up
this chance for me to come and see a pro-
gram which works.

I want to thank Lori Ellis, the principal.
When we leave, she can take a deep breath
and relax and say, “Thank goodness the en-
tourage has departed.” [Laughter] | appre-
ciate the—Tonya Riggins, who is the High-
land Park Head Start Center coordinator. |
want to thank Lisa Dunmore and Alice Wil-
liams, the two fine teachers we had to meet.
For the teachers who are here, thank you
for doing what you're doing. You're a part
of a noble profession, an incredibly important
profession for the future of this country. You
know what | know, that reading is the key
to all learning. It's where you've got to start.

And the research—I see some of my
friends from the National Research Council,



886

National Institutions of Child Health who are
here. Reid Lyon is an expert. He’s not a polit-
ical person. He’s a scientist. He understands
how the brain works, and he’s spent a lot
of time analyzing what works and what
doesn’t work. He caught my attention when
I was the Governor of Texas. | would ask
him a question, “Are you sure we can teach
kids, you know, the so-called impossible-to-
teach?” He said, “Sure, | know it. I'm abso-
lutely certain.”

And so he started doing research to con-
vince the people about the real future. And
he says that—he and his fellow researchers—
that preschoolers can learn much more than
we ever thought possible about words and
sounds.

In other words, society limited how much
a certain—how much a preschooler could
learn. At least our imaginations weren’t very
open. It kind of felt like certain things were
impossible to—certain knowledge was im-
possible to impart to our children, particu-
larly the young.

And so | want to thank Reid and the good
folks who are focusing on science, who have
opened up a tremendous realm of possibility
now to achieve that which we want, a literate
America. He also says there—he and other
researchers say, and this is just as important,
kids love to learn. They love to learn to read.
Even the youngest child can learn that we
read words and letters from left to right or
that letters are associated with sounds; even
the youngest of toddlers can figure that out
over time.

In one exercise, children clapped for each
syllable in a word. They can trace letters on
the page to begin to understand the move-
ments we use to write. They can play word
games and learn rhymes and songs that help
them to develop their own vocabulary. That
sounds like a simple curriculum, but it is re-
search-based, all aimed at laying the founda-
tion for children to become good readers.
These are what we call the building blocks,
and these building blocks need to be a part
of Head Start programs all across America.
That'’s the mission. That’s the goal.

Research also shows that if children do not
develop these skills before they reach kinder-
garten, they will struggle to achieve success
in their lives. Now, we need to listen to that
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kind of research in America. If the scientists
come together and say, “If we fail in our mis-
sion to give children the foundation nec-
essary for reading, they will fall behind and
may not be able to develop the skills nec-
essary, so they have to struggle in life,” we
got a—this is an opportunity that we better
not miss.

We cannot let our children down. Now
look, Head Start is a great opportunity to pro-
vide the foundation for reading. And first,
| just want everybody to understand, Head
Start does a good job of giving children nutri-
tion and medical care. That has been pri-
marily the focus, and the program needs to
be applauded for meeting that goal. And no-
body in this room wants Head Start to change
that focus. We just want an additional focus
to Head Start, and the Head Start focus is
teaching the basics for reading and math.
That's the new focus, along with health and
nutrition.

The Department of Health and Human
Services did a report, and here is what it said:
“Even though most children in Head Start
make some educational progress, most of
them still leave the program with skills and
knowledge levels that are far below what we
expect.” Now, in my line of work, if you see
a problem, you address it. And | see that
as a problem. If we're not meeting expecta-
tions, if we're not challenging the soft bigotry
of low expectations, let’s start right now in
America. We want Head Start to set higher
ambitions for the million children it serves.

And so | laid out a plan. Every Head Start
center must prepare children to succeed by
teaching the basics of learning and literacy.
That'’s the cornerstone of the plan. And every
Head Start teacher must have the skills nec-
essary to do so.

And so we started last year when we
launched the Strategic Teacher Education
Program, STEP, to train 3,300 Head Start
teachers and supervisors in the C.I.R.C.L.E.
program, which is used right here at this
school. In other words, it's a go-by. It is a
curriculum. It’s easy to understand. It's easy
to teach. It's easy to implement. It is not a
difficult chore for a teacher to take the basic
learning from the C.1.R.C.L.E. program de-
veloped by the scientists and implement it
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at the Head Start program in which he or
she teaches.

Tonya Riggins, the assistant Head Start su-
pervisor at Highland Park, was one of the
teachers in the program. Tonya and thou-
sands of other trained teachers went back to
train other teachers at the program. So it's
going to—we started with 3,300. Those 3,300
went back to their local communities and
talked to teachers with whom they teach how
to teach a basic curriculum. It is a—and by
the way, as new teachers are added, they too
will be given the tools necessary to teach the
program.

Now, in order to make sure that the
C.L.LR.C.L.E. program is—and other curricu-
lums which work—are being used, is work-
ing, | believe there needs to be an evaluation
program. And after all, if we're spending a
lot of taxpayers’ money, which we are, it
makes sense to determine whether or not
these programs are, in fact, laying the foun-
dation for reading.

Now, I fully understand a 4-year-old child
is not going to take a standardized test. That
would be absurd. That we would—we would
be defeating the purpose of accountability
before we even began if we said, “Okay, we'll
give standardized tests to 4-year-olds.” But
we can have children assessed by asking sim-
ple questions. You know, words go left to
right. Are you able to identify certain sounds?
Are they developed by—developing the key
skills necessary?

And | think what needs to happen is—and
I hope Congress agrees—that the simple
evaluations at the beginning of the year and
the end of the year will tell us whether or
not progress is being made in developing a
curriculum necessary to teach children how
to read. And if they are, we ought to be prais-
ing the programs, and if they’re not, some-
thing else ought to happen. We cannot miss
the opportunity much longer in America.
Otherwise, children will be left behind.

And so Boehner is here because his com-
mittee and the Congress is considering legis-
lation that would put a new emphasis on lan-
guage skills and literacy skills in Head Start
programs. In other words, we're going to
codify into law that which we have started
through the teacher training program.
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The legislation will require Head Start
providers to teach language, reading, and
writing skills, as well as early math skills. In
other words, it now becomes a part—when
they pass the law that says the Head Start
mission is further defined as an educational
mission. And those programs that are used
must be proven by scientific research. The
legislation would hold Head Starts account-
able for getting the job done.

Now look, as I mentioned before, the No
Child Left Behind Act says every child can
learn. We're going to have high standards.
We're going to trust the local people to de-
velop the curriculum, but in return for Fed-
eral money, we want you to measure to tell
us whether or not children are learning to
read and write. And that’'s a heavy lift for
some communities, because there hasn't
been a proper focus on the little children.

And therefore, we're asking people to de-
velop an accountability system without every-
body being at the same starting position. And
that’s why it's so important for preschool pro-
grams to be focused on literacy, so that when
the accountability systems kick in in Mary-
land or Texas or anybody else, we can truth-
fully say that every child has been given the
tools necessary to be at the starting line at
the same time, so that we have true account-
ability, true measurement. And that's why
the Head Start program is important.

Now, there’s Governors around the State,
the country that have said, “Look, give us
the flexibility to be able to dovetail the Head
Start program into our preschool programs
so that all students—so we have a better con-
trol over whether or not the students are
given the skills necessary so that when you
hold us to account, we can achieve that which
we want to achieve, which is excellence in
the classroom.”

I appreciate the desire for flexibility. I sup-
port the Governors’ desire for flexibility so
long as, one, Federal monies going to the
States are used only for Head Start. In other
words, what we really don’t want to do is
say we're going to focus on Head Start; the
Head Start money goes for, you know, a pris-
on complex. | know that won’t happen with
Governor Ehrlich, but there needs to be a
guarantee that the Federal money spent on
Head Start only go to Head Start.
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Secondly, States and local governments
must put money into the program, which
would lock in the Head Start money for Head
Start. So, in other words, the flexibility given
to the State would not allow the States budg-
et flexibility. It's management flexibility to be
able to take the Head Start program, dovetail
into the preschool program, then the kinder-
garten program, and then into the elemen-
tary school program.

Governors ought to have that flexibility
to—hope that Congress will provide that
flexibility so that when the accountability sys-
tems kick in, fully kick in, that a Governor
can truthfully say, “Well, I've had the tools
necessary to make sure the Head Start pro-
gram fits into an overall comprehensive plan
for literacy and math for every child in the
State of Maryland,” in Governor Ehrlich’s
case.

This is a very important initiative I'm talk-
ing about. It is—it seems like to me a fan-
tastic opportunity for the country to make
sure that the desires of this country are met,
and that is every child become a good reader.
If reading is the new civil right and human
dignity and freedom is what this country is
all about, let’s make sure every child learns
to read.

So | want to thank you for giving me a
chance to come today. We know what works.
We've got the pros and the experts that have
laid out a curriculum that will help us achieve
a goal. We've got a million kids anxious to
learn, showing up on a daily basis at Head
Start programs all across the country. We've
got teachers who want to teach. We're writ-
ing the checks for the local governments and
the local Head Start programs. Let’s combine
it all into a comprehensive strategy that will
allow us all to say, “We have done our duty
for future generations of children by laying
the most important foundation of all, and that
is the ability for each child to learn to read.”
I know it can happen. There’s no doubt in
my mind.

I want to thank those of you who are work-
ing on the frontlines of education. | appre-
ciate your willingness to accept a new mission
to be incorporated with the old mission. And
| appreciate your willingness to work hard,
to see to it that not one single child in Amer-
ica is left behind.
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May God bless your work. And may God
continue to bless America. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the Head
Start Center. In his remarks, he referred to Windy
M. Hill, associate commissioner, Head Start Bu-
reau, Administration for Children and Families,
Department of Health and Human Services;
Andre J. Hornsby, chief executive officer, Prince
George’s County Public Schools; Guylaine Rich-
ard, program supervisor, and Tonya Riggins, act-
ing assistant program supervisor, Head Start,
Prince George’s County Public Schools; and G.
Reid Lyon, branch chief, Child Development and
Behavior, National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development, National Institutes of
Health. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting
Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Requests

July 7, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider expedi-
tiously the enclosed requests, totaling $1.9
billion, for emergency FY 2003 supplemental
appropriations. | hereby designate the spe-
cific proposals in the amounts requested
herein as emergency requirements.

The details of these requests are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Exchange With Reportersin
Dakar, Senegal

July 8, 2003

Liberia

Q. Can we ask you about Liberia, sir?

The President. We had a good discussion
about Liberia.

Q. Have you made a decision?

The President. The President of Ghana
is the leader of ECOWAS. 1 told him we'd
participate with ECOWAS. We’re now in the
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process to determine the extent of our par-
ticipation. And | really appreciate the Presi-
dent’s leadership on this issue. Charles Tay-
lor must leave. The United Nations is going
to be involved. The United States will work
with ECOWAS. The leaders of ECOWAS
were at the table, all of whom are concerned
about Liberia, as are we, and are concerned
about a peaceful western Africa.

Q. Does that mean you'll send troops?

The President. We're in the process of
determining what is necessary to maintain
the cease-fire and to allow for a peaceful
transfer of power. We're working very closely
with ECOWAS. The President of ECOWAS
is with us today, the President of Ghana. He
and | had a good discussion. | assured him
we’'ll participate in the process. And we're
now in the process of determining what that
means.

Q. Do you have to wait until Mr. Taylor
is gone?

The President. We're in the process of
determining what that means.

NoTE: The exchange began at 9:48 a.m. at the
Presidential Palace. In his remarks, the President
referred to President John Agyekum Kufuor of
Ghana; and President Charles Taylor of Liberia.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this exchange.

Remarks at Goree Island, Senegal
July 8, 2003

Mr. President and Madam First Lady, dis-
tinguished guests and residents of Goree Is-
land, citizens of Senegal, I'm honored to
begin my visit to Africa in your beautiful
country.

For hundreds of years on this island, peo-
ples of different continents met in fear and
cruelty. Today we gather in respect and
friendship, mindful of past wrongs and dedi-
cated to the advance of human liberty.

At this place, liberty and life were stolen
and sold. Human beings were delivered and
sorted and weighed and branded with the
marks of commercial enterprises and loaded
as cargo on a voyage without return. One of
the largest migrations of history was also one
of the greatest crimes of history.
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Below the decks, the Middle Passage was
a hot, narrow, sunless nightmare, weeks and
months of confinement and abuse and confu-
sion on a strange and lonely sea. Some re-
fused to eat, preferring death to any future
their captors might prepare for them. Some
who were sick were thrown over the side.
Some rose up in violent rebellion, delivering
the closest thing to justice on a slave ship.
Many acts of defiance and bravery are re-
corded; countless others, we will never know.

Those who lived to see land again were
displayed, examined, and sold at auctions
across nations in the Western Hemisphere.
They entered societies indifferent to their an-
guish and made prosperous by their unpaid
labor. There was a time in my country’s his-
tory when one in every seven human beings
was the property of another. In law, they
were regarded only as articles of commerce,
having no right to travel or to marry or to
own possessions. Because families were often
separated, many were denied even the com-
fort of suffering together.

For 250 years, the captives endured an as-
sault on their culture and their dignity. The
spirit of Africans in America did not break;
yet, the spirit of their captors was corrupted.
Small men took on the powers and airs of
tyrants and masters. Years of unpunished
brutality and bullying and rape produced a
dullness and hardness of conscience. Chris-
tian men and women became blind to the
clearest commands of their faith and added
hypocrisy to injustice. A republic founded on
equality for all became a prison for millions.
And yet in the words of the African proverb,
“No fist is big enough to hide the sky.” All
the generations of oppression under the laws
of man could not crush the hope of freedom
and defeat the purposes of God.

In America, enslaved Africans learned the
story of the Exodus from Egypt and set their
own hearts on a promised land of freedom.
Enslaved Africans discovered a suffering Sav-
iour and found He was more like themselves
than their masters. Enslaved Africans heard
the ringing promises of the Declaration of
Independence and asked the self-evident
question, “Then why not me?”

In the year of America’s founding, a man
named Olaudah Equiano was taken in bond-
age to the New World. He witnessed all of
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slavery’s cruelties, the ruthless and the petty.
He also saw beyond the slaveholding piety
of the time to a higher standard of humanity.
“God tells us,” wrote Equiano, “that the op-
pressor and the oppressed are both in His
hands. And if these are not the poor, the bro-
kenhearted, the blind, the captive, the
bruised which our Saviour speaks of, who are
they?”

Down through the years, African Ameri-
cans have upheld the ideals of America by
exposing laws and habits contradicting those
ideals. The rights of African Americans were
not the gift of those in authority. Those rights
were granted by the Author of Life and re-
gained by the persistence and courage of Af-
rican Americans, themselves.

Among those Americans was Phyllis
Wheatley, who was dragged from her home
here in West Africa in 1761, at the age of
7. In my country, she became a poet and
the first noted black author in our Nation’s
history. Phyllis Wheatley said, “In every
human breast, God has implanted a principle
which we call love of freedom. It is impatient
of oppression and pants for deliverance.”
That deliverance was demanded by escaped
slaves named Frederick Douglass and So-
journer Truth, educators named Booker T.
Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois, and min-
isters of the Gospel named Leon Sullivan and
Martin Luther King, Jr.

At every turn, the struggle for equality was
resisted by many of the powerful. And some
have said we should not judge their failures
by the standards of a later time. Yet in every
time, there were men and women who clear-
ly saw this sin and called it by name.

We can fairly judge the past by the stand-
ards of President John Adams, who called
slavery “an evil of colossal magnitude.” We
can discern eternal standards in the deeds
of William Wilberforce and John Quincy
Adams and Harriet Beecher Stowe and Abra-
ham Lincoln. These men and women, black
and white, burned with a zeal for freedom,
and they left behind a different and better
nation. Their moral vision caused Americans
to examine our hearts, to correct our Con-
stitution, and to teach our children the dig-
nity and equality of every person of every
race. By a plan known only to Providence,
the stolen sons and daughters of Africa
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helped to awaken the conscience of America.
The very people traded into slavery helped
to set America free.

My Nation’s journey toward justice has not
been easy, and it is not over. The racial big-
otry fed by slavery did not end with slavery
or with segregation. And many of the issues
that still trouble America have roots in the
bitter experience of other times. But however
long the journey, our destination is set: lib-
erty and justice for all.

In the struggle of the centuries, America
learned that freedom is not the possession
of one race. We know with equal certainty
that freedom is not the possession of one na-
tion. This belief in the natural rights of man,
this conviction that justice should reach
wherever the Sun passes, leads America into
the world.

With the power and resources given to us,
the United States seeks to bring peace where
there is conflict, hope where there is suf-
fering, and liberty where there is tyranny.
And these commitments bring me and other
distinguished leaders of my Government
across the Atlantic to Africa.

African peoples are now writing your own
story of liberty. Africans have overcome the
arrogance of colonial powers, overturned the
cruelties of apartheid, and made it clear that
dictatorship is not the future of any nation
on this continent. In the process, Africa has
produced heroes of liberation, leaders like
Mandela, Senghor, Nkrumah, Kenyatta,
Selassie, and Sadat. And many visionary Afri-
can leaders, such as my friend, have grasped
the power of economic and political freedom
to lift whole nations and put forth bold plans
for Africa’s development.

Because Africans and Americans share a
belief in the values of liberty and dignity, we
must share in the labor of advancing those
values. In a time of growing commerce across
the globe, we will ensure that the nations
of Africa are full partners in the trade and
prosperity of the world. Against the waste
and violence of civil war, we will stand to-
gether for peace. Against the merciless ter-
rorists who threaten every nation, we will
wage an unrelenting campaign of justice.
Confronted with desperate hunger, we will
answer with human compassion and the tools
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of human technology. In the face of spread-
ing disease, we will join with you in turning
the tide against AIDS in Africa.

We know that these challenges can be
overcome, because history moves in the di-
rection of justice. The evils of slavery were
accepted and unchanged for centuries. Yet
eventually, the human heart would not abide
them. There is a voice of conscience and
hope in every man and woman that will not
be silenced, what Martin Luther King called
“a certain kind of fire that no water could
put out.” That flame could not be extin-
guished at the Birmingham jail. It could not
be stamped out at Robben Island prison. It
was seen in the darkness here at Goree Is-
land, where no chain could bind the soul.
This untamed fire of justice continues to
burn in the affairs of man, and it lights the
way before us.

May God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:47 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to President Abdoulaye
Wade of Senegal and his wife, Viviane.

Remarks to U.S. Embassy Personnel
in Dakar
July 8, 2003

I thank you all very much for coming out
to say hello. Laura and | are honored to be
here with you all. I'm also, as you could see,
traveling with quite distinguished company;
our great Secretary of State Colin Powell is
with us as well. | want to thank Ambassador
Roth and his wife, Carol, for their service
to our country.

I'm here to thank our fellow citizens who
are serving a great land. Thank you for your
dedication and your love of country. | want
to thank the foreign nationals who are help-
ing our fellow citizens make sure the Em-
bassy runs so well.

This is an historic trip—oh, there’s the
Ambassador. But we are so honored to start
our trip to this continent here in Senegal.
| had the opportunity to go out to Goree Is-
land and talk about what slavery meant to
America. It’s very interesting when you think
about it, the slaves who left here to go to
America, because of their steadfast—[inaudi-
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ble]l—and their religion and their belief in
freedom, helped change America. America
is what it is today because of what went on
in the past. Yet when | looked out over the
sea, it reminded me that we've always got
to keep history in mind. And one of the
things that we've always got to know about
America is that we love freedom, that we love
people to be free, that freedom is God’s gift
to each and every individual. That's what we
believe in our country.

I'm here to spread that message of free-
dom and peace. Where we see suffering,
America will act. Where we find the hungry,
we will act. We're here not only on a mission
of mercy; we're also here on a mission of
alliance. And | want to thank you all for help-
ing make that come true.

May God bless you all. And may God con-
tinue to bless Senegal and America. Thank
you all very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at approximately 1
p.m. at Leopold Sedar Senghor International Air-
port. In his remarks, he referred to U.S. Ambas-
sador to Senegal Richard Allan Roth and his wife,
Carol. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
Department of Defense
Appropriations Bill

July 8, 2003

I commend the House for passing the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations bill.
The House action will help strengthen and
transform our military to keep America safe
from the threats of this new era. The bill
also continues my long-term commitment to
improving the quality of life for our troops
and their families through higher pay and
good benefits. 1 am pleased the House has
acted quickly and in a fiscally responsible
manner, and | look forward to continuing to
work with the Congress to ensure that we
have the resources necessary to support our
troops.
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Memorandum on Delegation of
Authority Under Section 204(a) of
the Notification and Federal
Employee Antidiscrimination and
Retaliation Act of 2002 (Public Law
107-174)

July 8, 2003

Memorandum for the Director of the Office
of Personnel Management

Subject: Delegation of Authority Under
Section 204(a) of the Notification and
Federal Employee Antidiscrimination and
Retaliation Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-
174)

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States,
including section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, | hereby delegate to the Director of
the Office of Personnel Management (OPM)
the authority vested in the President by sec-
tion 204(a) of the Notification and Federal
Employee Antidiscrimination and Retaliation
Act of 2002 (the “Act”) (Public Law 107-
174). The Director of OPM shall ensure that
rules, regulations, and guidelines issued in
the exercise of such authority take appro-
priate account of the needs of executive
agencies in the accomplishment of their re-
spective missions, specifically including the
specialized needs of agencies with diplo-
matic, military, intelligence, law enforce-
ment, security, and protective missions. The
Director shall consult the Attorney General
and such other officers of the executive
branch as the Director of OPM may deter-
mine appropriate in the exercise of authority
delegated by this memorandum.

This memorandum is intended to improve
the internal management of the Federal
Government and is not intended to, and does
not, create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or equity
or otherwise against the United States, its de-
partments, agencies, instrumentalities, enti-
ties, officers or employees, or any other per-
son.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

July 9 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 9.

The President’s News Conference
With President Thabo Mbeki of
South Africa in Pretoria, South Africa

July 9, 2003

President Mbeki. Good morning, ladies
and gentlemen, and welcome. I'm very
pleased indeed to welcome President Bush
and his delegation, Mrs. Bush, and young
Barbara. We are very pleased indeed, Mr.
President, that you were able to come. It's
very important for us because of the impor-
tance of the United States to our future and
the United States to the future of our con-
tinent.

We've had very good discussions with the
President, able to cover quite a wide field.
We're very pleased with the development of
the bilateral relations, strong economic links,
growing all the time. Continued attention by
the U.S. corporate world on South Africa is
very critically important for us. AGOA has
had a very big impact in terms of the devel-
opment of our economy, and we continue
to work on all of these matters.

It also gave us a chance to convey our
thanks to the President for the support with
regards to meeting the African continental
challenges. That includes questions of peace
and security, the NEPAD processes, again,
very important for the future of our con-
tinent. That, of course, also gave an oppor-
tunity to discuss some of the specific areas
of conflict around the continent.

I must say, President, that at the end of
these discussions, we, all of us, feel enor-
mously strengthened by your very, very firm
and clear commitment to assist us to meet
the challenges that we've got to meet domes-
tically and on the African Continent. And
therefore, President, thank you very much
indeed for coming. We—the visit will cer-
tainly result in strengthened bilateral rela-
tions and strengthened cooperation to meet
these other challenges that we face together.

But welcome, President.

President Bush. Mr. President, thanks.
Gosh, we're honored to be here. Thank you
for your wonderful hospitality. Thank Mrs.
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Mbeki as well for her gracious hospitality.
It's a pleasure to be in South Africa.

Your Nation’s recent history is a great story
of courage and persistence in the pursuit of
justice. This is a country that threw off op-
pression and is now the force of freedom and
stability and a force for progress throughout
the continent of Africa.

I appreciate our strong relationship, and
it is a vital relationship. And Mr. President,
I want to thank you very much for working
hard to make it a vital and strong relation-
ship. We've met quite a few times in the re-
cent past, and every time we've met, I've—
| feel refreshed and appreciate very much
your advice and counsel and your leadership.

| appreciate the President’s dedication to
openness and accountability. He is advancing
these principles in the New Partnership for
African Development, the leader in that ef-
fort. The President and | believe that the
partnership can help extend democracy and
free markets and transparency across the
continent of Africa. President Mbeki has
shown great leadership in this initiative, and
our country will support the leaders who ac-
cept the principles of reform, and we’'ll work
with them. So thank you, Mr. President.

South Africa is playing a critical role in
promoting regional security in Africa, and we
discussed the President’s leadership, for ex-
ample, in Burundi. South Africa has helped
achieve the peaceful inauguration of a new
President. Or in the Congo, South Africa
brokered an agreement on the creation of
a transitional government. And in Zimbabwe,
I've encouraged President Mbeki and his
Government to continue to work for the re-
turn of democracy in that important country.

I also discussed with the President the im-
portance of the continued cooperation in the
global war on terror. The United States and
South Africa are working together to
strengthen this nation’s border security and
law enforcement. And we’re devoting $100
million to help countries in eastern Africa in-
crease their counterterror efforts. We are de-
termined to fight and to join our friends to
fight terrorists throughout this continent,
throughout the world.

We're also committed to helping African
nations achieve peace. In Liberia, the United
States strongly supports the cease-fire agree-
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ment signed last month. President Taylor
needs to leave Liberia so that his country can
be spared further grief and bloodshed. Yes-
terday, | talked with President Kufuor of
Ghana, who leads ECOWAS. | shared with
the President our conversation. I assured him
the United States will work closely with
ECOWAS and the United Nations to main-
tain the cease-fire and to enable a peaceful
transfer of power.

We're also pressing forward to help end
Africa’s long-running civil war in Sudan. My
Special Envoy, Senator Jack Danforth, is re-
turning to the region. We're making progress
there. And his message is that there’s only
one option, and that’s going to be peace. And
his efforts are making good progress.

The President also discussed our action to
combat HIV/AIDS. South Africa has recently
increased its budget to fight the disease, and
we noticed and we appreciate that. America
is now undertaking a major new effort to help
governments and private groups combat
AIDS. Over the next 5 years, we will spend
$15 billion in the global fight against AIDS.
People across Africa had the will to fight this
disease but often not the resources, and the
United States of America is willing to put
up the resources to help in the fight.

We're committed to helping the people of
Africa defeat hunger. We provided more
than 500,000 metric tons of food aid to south-
ern Africa over the past 18 months. This year
we’'ll provide nearly $1 billion to address food
emergencies. We care when we see people
who are hungry. We look forward to working
with Mr. President to alleviate suffering.

We're also working to expand trade, which
| believe is the key to Africa’s economic fu-
ture. The African Growth and Opportunity
Act is creating jobs and stimulating invest-
ment across the continent. Right here in
South Africa, exports to the United States
under AGOA have increased by 45 percent
in the last year alone, significant progress.
We’re working with five nations of the South-
ern African Customs Union on a free trade
agreement to help expand the circle of pros-
perity even wider.

Mr. President, our countries have many
common interests. We also share a funda-
mental commitment to the spread of peace
and human rights and liberty. By working in
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close partnership, we're serving both the in-
terests of the people of South Africa and the
United States.

I want to thank you for your friendship,
appreciate the hospitality. It's been a great
honor to be in your country.

President Mbeki. Thank you very much,
President.

I understand that two U.S. journalists and
two South African journalists will pose some
questions.

HIV/AIDS Initiative

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I'd like to
direct the question to both Presidents, and
it does concern the issue of HIV/AIDS and
the $15 billion grant. Did you manage to
reach some kind of understanding or con-
sensus on the issue of how South Africa will
access that money, on what terms South Afri-
ca will be able to access that money?

And President Bush, did you give any un-
dertakings in terms of using your influence
to ensure that there will be cheaper access—
access to cheaper drugs and medicines?

And to President Mbeki, sir, did you——

President Mbeki. How many ques-
tions——

President Bush. Yes, | was going to say—
[laughter].

Q. This is the last part.

President Bush. This is the ultimate five-
part question. [Laughter]

Q. Did you give any undertaking in terms
of the running out of the national treatment
plan? Thank you.

President Mbeki. Well, as the President
had indicated, we did indeed discuss this.
The situation is that we received a request
from the U.S. Government to say, can we
make proposals as to how to access the fund,
for what purposes—a program, a program
that we would present. So we are working
on that. We want to respond to that request
from the United States Government as
quickly as is possible. We will do that and
convey it. So it will be out of that process
of discussion that will result, out of that pro-
posal between the U.S. Government and our-
selves, that then will come a program, a par-
ticular concrete kind of action, with the nec-
essary costing when we get to that stage. So
that’s where we are.
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So the matter will be discussed in that way.
And President Bush had indicated in our dis-
cussions that of course the U.S. Government
is taking a comprehensive approach to this,
which would, therefore, include questions of
awareness, questions of health infrastructure,
questions of treatment, and so on. So we will
look at the totality of those and—in the pro-
posal that we would make.

President Bush. We just named Tobias
to be the Ambassador, nominated him to be
the Ambassador, and he’s—upon confirma-
tion—will be working with the countries such
as South Africa to develop a strategy—is what
we need. We need a commonsense strategy
to make sure that the money is well-spent.
And the definition of “well-spent” means
lives are saved, which means good treatment
programs, good prevention programs, good
programs to develop health infrastructures in
remote parts of different countries so that
we can actually get antiretroviral drugs to
those who need help.

The cost of antiretroviral drugs has
dropped substantially. But we did talk about
the pharmaceutical union in a broader con-
text. As you may know, the United States
supported a moratorium on the enforcement
of patent laws concerning those drugs related
to diseases that were causing pandemics. And
we will continue to work with South Africa
as well as other countries to see if we can't
reach a commonsense policy that, on the one
hand, protects intellectual property rights
and, on the other hand, makes, you know,
lifesaving drugs or treatment drugs for, in
some cases, lifesaving, in some cases that are
proper for treatment, more widely available
at reasonable costs.

But one reason | felt emboldened to ask
the Congress for a substantial amount of new
money for the AIDS Initiative was because
of the cost of antiretrovirals, and it’s signifi-
cantly lower than it was a couple of years
ago.

So we're making good progress. And | look
forward to working with the President on
putting together a sound strategy that saves
lives. That's what our country is interested
in. We're interested in dealing with this pan-
demic in a practical way.

Tom [Tom Raum, Associated Press]. But
whatever you do, don’t fall into that bad habit
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of asking both of us three or four questions.
[Laughter] How about keeping it to one.

Liberia/Deployment of U.S. Troops
Worldwide

Q. Mr. President, you have an assessment
team in Liberia now to help you decide
whether to send in U.S. troops as part of a
peacekeeping effort.

President Bush. Right.

Q. U.S. troops are getting shot at increas-
ingly in Irag every day. We have troops in
Kosovo, Bosnia, Afghanistan, Korea. What do
you say to critics who suggest that our forces
may be spread too thinly now to engage in
further initiatives?

And to President Mbeki, do you think that
the United States should play a more active
role in peacekeeping, specifically in Liberia?

President Bush. Well, first, my answer to
people is that we won't overextend our
troops, period.

Secondly, we have made a commitment
that we will work closely with the United Na-
tions and ECOWAS to enforce the cease-
fire, see to it that Mr. Taylor leaves office,
so that there can be a peaceful transition in
Liberia. We've made that commitment. I've
said it clearly more than one time, like yester-
day in Senegal, for example. So nothing has
changed from about 12 hours ago on that
question.

We do have assessment teams there to as-
sess what is necessary to help with the transi-
tion. And the President brought up the ques-
tion, and he can answer it his own way. But
he asked whether or not we’d be involved,
and | said, “Yes, we'll be involved.” And
we're now determining the extent of our in-
volvement.

President Mbeki. Yes, certainly, we dis-
cussed this question with the President many
years ago and agreed that it's critically impor-
tant that we as Africans should, indeed, take
responsibility for the future of peace and sta-
bility on the continent. So that is a principal
obligation that falls on us as Africans.

So as you would know, the West African
states, ECOWAS, have agreed to send in
troops into Liberia. And they are trying to
move that process forward as quickly as is
possible.
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We appreciate very much the point that
was made by the President of the commit-
ment of the United States to lend support—
the assessment teams are there to assess
that—to lend support to those processes,
processes of restoration of peace, making
sure people don’t starve, making sure that
there’s a restoration of democracy in Liberia.

So the U.S. will cooperate with the African
troops that will go there. So it's not—we're
not saying that this is a burden that just falls
on the United States. It really ought to prin-
cipally fall on us as Africans. Of course, we
need a lot of support, logistics-wise and so
on, to do that, but the will is there.

President Bush. Just one quick followup
on that—violating of the one-answer policy.
[Laughter] | think our money has helped
train seven battalions of peacekeepers
amongst African troops. And it's a sensible
policy for us to continue that training mis-
sion, so that we never do get overextended.

And so one of the things you'll see us do
is invigorate this—re-invigorate the strategy
of helping people help themselves by pro-
viding training opportunities. | think we've
trained five Nigerian battalions, if I'm not
mistaken, one Senegalese. So we've got—but
it’s in our interest that we continue that strat-
egy, Tom, so that we don't ever get over-
extended.

President Mbeki. Thanks.

Zimbabwe

Q. During the past week, the two Presi-
dents or the Governments of—the Govern-
ment of the U.S. and South Africa have ex-
pressed sharp differences about the best way
to deal with the Zimbabwean question.

President Bush. Yes.

Q. And having met this morning, | wonder
if the two Presidents have found the best ap-
proach or have agreed about the best ap-
proach to deal with Zimbabwe. | see that it
has come up. Can we get from the smiles
that you now have a formula to deal best with
Zimbabwe? [Laughter]

President Mbeki. 1 didn’t know, Presi-
dent, that we'd expressed sharp differences.

President Bush. That’s right. [Laughter]

President Mbeki. No. We are absolutely
of one mind, the two Governments and
President Bush and myself are absolutely of
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one mind about the urgent need to address
the political and economic challenges of
Zimbabwe. It's necessary to resolve this mat-
ter as quickly as is possible.

We have said, as you would know, for a
long time that the principle is rooted—prin-
cipal responsibility for the resolution of these
problems rests with the people of Zimbabwe
and, therefore, have urged them—both the
ruling party and the opposition, the Govern-
ment and the opposition—to get together
and seriously tackle all of these issues.

I did tell the President that, indeed, the
Government—ZANU-PF and the MDC are
indeed discussing. They are engaged in dis-
cussions on all of the matters that would be
relevant to the resolution of these political
and economic problems. So that process is
going on. We have communicated the mes-
sage to both sides that—indeed, as we agreed
with the President—that it is very, very im-
portant that they should move forward with
urgency to find a resolution to these ques-
tions.

Of course, again, as the President was say-
ing, that apart from these important political
issues about democrats and so on, you actu-
ally have ordinary people who are hungry in
an economy which can’t cope with them, and
you can’t allow that kind of situation to go
on forever. So they are discussing.

We had discussed this matter earlier,
sometime back, with the U.S. Government
that we have to find—we've got to find a
way of getting a political solution, and we
would indeed count very much on such eco-
nomic, financial support as would come from
the United States afterwards, in order to ad-
dress the wurgent challenges that face
Zimbabwe.

So we didn’t fight about any of what I've
just said. [Laughter]

President Bush. We were smiling because
we were certain a clever reporter would try
to use the Zimbabwe issue as a way to maybe
create tensions which don’t exist.

Look, Zimbabwe is an important country
for the economic health of Africa. A free,
peaceful Zimbabwe has got the capacity to
deliver a lot of goods and services which are
needed on this continent in order to help
relieve suffering. And it’s a very sad situation
that’s taken place in that country.
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Look, we share the same objective. The
President is the person most involved. He
represents a mighty country in the neighbor-
hood who'’s, because of his position and his
responsibility, is working the issue. And I'm
not—not any intention of second-guessing
his tactics. We share the same outcome. And
| think it's important for the United States,
whether it be me or my Secretary of State,
to speak out when we see a situation where
somebody’s freedoms have been taken away
from them and they’re suffering. And that’s
what we’re going to continue to do.

The President is the point man on this im-
portant subject. He is working it very hard.
He’s in touch with the parties involved. He
is—he’s making—he believes, making good
progress. And the United States supports him
in this effort.

Last question. Randy [Randall Mikkelsen,
Reuters].

Intelligence on lrag/Zimbabwe

Q. Yes, Mr. President. Do you regret that
your State of the Union accusation that Iraq
was trying to buy nuclear materials in Africa
is now fueling charges that you and Prime
Minister Blair misled the public? And then,
secondly, following up on Zimbabwe, are you
willing to have a representative meet with
a representative of the Zimbabwe opposition
leader, who sent a delegation here, and com-
plained that he did not think Mr. Mbeki
could be an honest broker in the process?

President Bush. Well, I think Mr. Mbeki
can be an honest broker, to answer the sec-
ond question.

The first question is—look, there is no
doubt in my mind that Saddam Hussein was
a threat to the world peace. And there’s no
doubt in my mind the United States, along
with allies and friends, did the right thing
in removing him from power. And there’s no
doubt in my mind, when it's all said and
done, the facts will show the world the truth.
There’s absolutely no doubt in my mind. And
so there’s going to be a lot of, you know,
attempts to try to rewrite history, and I can
understand that. But I am absolutely con-
fident in the decision | made.

Q. Do you still believe they were trying
to buy nuclear materials in Africa?

President Bush. Right now?
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Q. No, were they? | mean, the statement
you made——

President Bush. One thing is for certain,
he’s not trying to buy anything right now.
If he’s alive, he’s on the run. And that’s to
the benefit of the Iragi people. But look, |
am confident that Saddam Hussein had a
weapons of mass destruction program. In
1991, 1 will remind you, we underestimated
how close he was to having a nuclear weapon.
Imagine a world in which this tyrant had a
nuclear weapon. In 1998, my predecessor
raided Irag based upon the very same intel-
ligence. And in 2003, after the world had de-
manded he disarm, we decided to disarm
him. And I’'m convinced the world is a much
more peaceful and secure place as a result
of the actions.

Thank you all very much.

President Mbeki. Thanks a lot.

NoTE: The President’s news conference began at
11:47 a.m. at the Presidential Guest House. In
his remarks, President Bush referred to Zanele
Dlamini, wife of President Mbeki; President
Domitien Ndayizeye of Burundi; President
Charles Taylor of Liberia; President John
Agyekum Kufuor of Ghana; former Senator John
Danforth, Special Envoy for Peace in the Sudan;
Randall Tobias, nominee to be Global AIDS Co-
ordinator, Department of State; and former Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. President Mbeki
referred to the Zimbabwe African National Union
Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF), political party of
President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe, and the
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), the
opposition party.

Statement on the Senate’s Failure To
Pass Medical Liability Reform
Legislation

July 9, 2003

I am disappointed that the Senate has
failed to pass medical liability reform legisla-
tion. The Nation’s medical liability system is
badly broken, and access to quality health
care for Americans is endangered by frivo-
lous and abusive lawsuits.

The medical liability crisis is driving good
doctors out of medicine and leaving patients
in many communities without access to both
basic and specialty medical services. The
American people want and deserve access to
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doctors in their own communities, yet the
number of physicians has decreased in States
without reasonable litigation reforms. The li-
ability crisis, particularly the use of defensive
medicine, also imposes substantial costs on
the Federal Government and all Americans.

This is a national problem that deserves
a national solution. The House of Represent-
atives has already acted. For the sake of all
Americans, it is time for the Senate to pass
meaningful medical reform liability legisla-
tion and get it to my desk.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the District of
Columbia’s Fiscal Year 2004
Budget Request

July 9, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with my constitutional author-
ity and sections 202(c) and (e) of the District
of Columbia Financial Management and Re-
sponsibility Assistance Act of 1995 and sec-
tion 446 of the District of Columbia Self-
Governmental Reorganization Act as amend-
ed in 1989, I am transmitting the District
of Columbia’s Fiscal Year 2004 Budget Re-
quest Act.

The proposed Fiscal Year 2004 Budget
Request Act reflects the major programmatic
objectives of the Mayor and the Council of
the District of Columbia. For Fiscal Year
2004, the District estimates total revenues
and expenditures of $5.6 billion.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 9, 2003.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Festus Gontebanye Mogae
of Botswana and an Exchange With
Reporters in Gaborone, Botswana

July 10, 2003

President Mogae. Ladies and gentlemen
of the press, honorable Ministers, you are
probably wondering what we have been talk-
ing between the President and 1. And | was
just thanking him for, first of all, visiting us,
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but above all, for the generous assistance we
have been receiving.

As you know, we are the country in south-
ern Africa that is most seriously affected by
HIV/AIDS, and we are receiving generous
assistance from the United States Govern-
ment, who are helping us with the testing
and counseling centers and in which we are
spending about $8 million U.S. a year, which
is about 40 million pula in our own currency.

They have also responded to a request for
human resources assistance, and they have
restored the Peace Corps program. We are
collaborating with our own private sector, the
foundations in the United States—the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Merck
Corporation Foundation—for providing us
with antiretrovirals and also with assistance
for mounting of our prevention campaign.
That program is going very well.

I mention that—it is the most important—
but also we are very grateful for AGOA, on
behalf of ourselves, on behalf of Africa as
a whole, because most African countries have
benefited by AGOA. | was telling the Presi-
dent that in my view, AGOA is perhaps the
most significant thing that United States has
done for sub-Saharan Africa in recent dec-
ades.

As some of us—some of you will know,
initially Namibia and us—and Botswana were
left out of AGOA 1, as a result of the level
of our—[inaudible]—and we have since been
included under AGOA I1. And so the only
issue is that the dispensation, that concession
should be maintained, therefore, as long as
AGOA remains, because like the President,
we believe in trade. Of course, we believe
in aid too—[laughter]—so both aid and trade
and cooperation.

So that's what we have been talking
about—of course, other things. But of
course, there are a whole range of issues on
which we consulted, reaching across the re-
gion, performance of our economy but the
region of the south—of southern Africa and
then sub-Saharan Africa as a whole.

President Bush. Mr. President, thanks.
Listen, we're so honored that you invited us
here. We're thrilled to be here. You have
been a very strong leader. First, 1 want to
commend you for your leadership. | appre-
ciate your commitment to democracy and
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freedom, to rule of law and transparency. |
want to congratulate you for serving your
country so very well.

We did talk a lot of issues. We talked about
the regional issues. We talked about the war
on terror. We've got a great friend in the
war on terror. We both understand that we
must work together to share intelligence, to
cut off money, to forever deny terrorists a
chance to plot and plan and hurt those of
us who love freedom.

I talked—spent some time on the HIV/
AIDS issue. Botswana, as a result of the
President’s leadership, has really been on the
forefront of dealing with this serious problem
by, first and foremost, admitting that there
is a problem and then by working to put a
strategy in place to prevent and treat and to
provide help for those who suffer.

And Mr. President, the United States of
America stands squarely with you——

President Mogae. Thank you.

President Bush. ——with you and your
Health Minister and your administration to
help put together a strategy that will save
lives.

We talked about the shortage of food in
parts of Africa. We had a wide-ranging dis-
cussion. And President Mogae is a strong,
visionary leader who I'm proud to call friend.

So thank you, Mr. President, for your hos-
pitality.

We'll be glad to answer a couple of ques-
tions. If you'd like to call on somebody from
your press corps first—

President Mogae. Does anyone want to
ask——

President Bush. That's not the way we
do it in—[laughter].

Zimbabwe

Q. To the U.S. President, yesterday when
you met President Mbeki of South Africa,
the MDC leader in Zimbabwe was not very
excited about that. He feels you were misled.
What are your views on that? Did you have
any plans for Zimbabwe, and did you shelve
them because of what you heard yesterday,
or are you still going to go ahead with them?

President Bush. Well, thank you very
much. 1 made it very clear publicly, the posi-
tion of this administration, and that is that
we expect there to be democracy in
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Zimbabwe in order for the people of that
country to advance. We did speak about
Zimbabwe here. | explained why the Sec-
retary of State and myself have been very
outspoken on the subject. And we had a frank
discussion with  President Mbeki on
Zimbabwe as well.

It is—it's a shame that that economy has
gotten so weak and soft—it's a shame for
Botswana; it's a shame for southern Africa—
and that the weakness in the economy is di-
rectly attributable to bad governance. And
therefore, we will continue to speak out for
democracy in Zimbabwe.

Ryan of Bloomberg [Ryan Donmoyer,
Bloomberg News]. There he is. Hi, Ryan.
How are you?

Agricultural Subsidies

Q. Mr. President, in Evian you and the
Europeans talked about maybe reducing ag-
ricultural subsidies. Is this something that has
come up in your meeting today? And what
assurances can you give to your African coun-
terparts that this is something that the U.S.
is serious about?

President Bush. Yes, that's a very good
question. Absolutely, the subject of agricul-
tural subsidies came up here today; it came
up yesterday. | suspect—and it came up in
Senegal. It will come up in every country we
come to, because African leaders are worried
that subsidies, agricultural subsidies, are un-
dermining their capacity to become self-suf-
ficient in food. That's part of the problem.

The other part of the problem is the lack
of technological development in agriculture.
And we talked about the need for genetically
modified crops throughout the continent of
Africa.

I told them the reality of the situation, that
we have proposed a very strong reduction
in agricultural subsidies. However, in order
to make that come to be, there needs to be
reciprocation from Europe and Japan in
order to make the policy effective. We're
committed to a world that trades in freedom,
and we will work toward that through the
Doha Round of the World Trade Organiza-
tion.

African Growth and Opportunity Act
Q. To President Festus Mogae——
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President Mogae. Yes, yes. Okay.

President Bush. This is a bad precedent,
where the same person gets to ask two ques-
tions. [Laughter]

Q. There was a sentiment that Your Honor
was going to ask the U.S. President if AGOA,
the lifespan of AGOA, could be extended.
Was that done today?

President Mogae. You bet. [Laughter]

President Bush. In plain English.

President Mogae. Yes.

Q. And for how long?

President Bush. Well, I've asked Con-
gress to extend AGOA to '08, 2008. And the
President, of course, said, “Well, fine, if that
extension takes place, make sure we're a part
of it.” And he made his case very explicitly.
Everybody in the delegation heard him clear-
ly. And my response was, “We will work
closely with you to see if that can’t happen.”

Tamara [Tamara Lipper], Newsweek.

Irag/HIV/AIDS Initiative

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I'm going
to try for two questions as well.

President Bush. No, no, please don’t do
that. It may be the last question you get if
you try. [Laughter] Go ahead.

Q. On this trip you've highlighted a lot
of different success stories in Africa, the
countries that have been successful in fight-
ing AIDS or on trade. What do you hope
Americans who are watching you take from
your trip here?

And then secondly, on Iraqg, given the sort
of day-to-day challenges facing American sol-
diers there, how important—or is it increas-
ingly important to find Saddam Hussein, and
any updates on a hunt for him to really con-
vince people he might be gone for good?

President Bush. Well, let me start with
Irag. Having talked to Jerry Bremer, the man
in charge of the civilian operations there, he
believes that the vast majority of Iraqi citi-
zens are thrilled that Saddam Hussein is no
longer in power. Secondly, there’s no ques-
tion we've got a security issue in Irag, and
we’re just going to have to deal with person
by person. We're going to have to remain
tough.

Now, part of the issue that we've got to
make clear is that any terrorist acts on infra-
structure by former Ba'athists, for example,
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really are attacks on the Iragi people. And
therefore, the more involved the Iraqgi citi-
zens become in securing their own infra-
structure and the more involved Iraqgi citi-
zens are in the transitional government, the
more likely it is the average citizen will un-
derstand that once again the apologists for
Saddam Hussein are bringing misery on their
country.

The world will see eventually as freedom
spreads that—what Saddam Hussein did to
the mentality of the lIragi people. | mean,
we've discovered torture chambers where
people, citizens, were tortured just based
upon their beliefs. We've discovered mass
graves, graves for not only men and women
but graves for children. We discovered a pris-
on for children—all aimed at—for Saddam
Hussein to intimidate the people of Irag. And
slowly but surely, the people of Iraq are
learning the responsibility that comes with
being a free society.

We haven't been there long, 1 mean, rel-
atively speaking. We've been there for 90 to
100 days—I don’t have the exact number.
But | will tell you, it's going to take more
than 90 to 100 days for people to recognize
the great joys of freedom and the responsibil-
ities that come with freedom. We're making
steady progress. A free lIraq will mean a
peaceful world. And it's very important for
us to stay the course, and we will stay the
course.

The first question was about what | want
Americans to know. The first thing | wanted
the leadership in Africa to know is the Amer-
ican people care deeply about the pandemic
that sweeps across this continent, the pan-
demic of HIV/AIDS, that we're not only a
powerful nation, we’re also a compassionate
nation.

You know, | laid out a very strong initiative
on helping countries in the continent of Afri-
ca deal with AIDS. It's a—to me, it's an ex-
pression of the great, good heart of the
American people. It doesn’t matter what po-
litical party or what the ideology of the Amer-
ican citizen, the average citizen cares deeply
about the fact that people are dying in record
numbers because of HIV/AIDS. We cry for
the orphan. We care for the mom who is
alone. We are concerned about the plight
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and, therefore, will respond as generously as
we can.

That's really the story that | want the peo-
ple of Africa to hear. And | want the people
of America to know that I'm willing to take
that story to this continent and talk about
the goodness of our country. And I believe
we’'ll be successful, when it's all said and
done, of making our intentions well-known.

Listen, thank you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at approximately
11:43 a.m. at the Gaborone International Conven-
tion Centre. In his remarks, he referred to Min-
ister of Health Joy Phumaphi of Botswana; Presi-
dent Thabo Mbeki of South Africa; L. Paul
Bremer 111, Presidential Envoy to Iraq; and
former President Saddam Hussein of Irag. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by
President Mogae in Gaborone

July 10, 2003

President Mogae. The President of the
United States, Mr. George W. Bush, and
First Lady, Mrs. Laura Welch Bush; Your
Lordship, the Chief Justice and Mrs.
Nganunu; the Honorable Deputy Speaker of
the National Assembly and Mrs. Temane;
honorable members of the Cabinet from the
United States and from Botswana; distin-
guished ladies and gentlemen.

I'm delighted to once again welcome you
to Botswana, Mr. President, and members
of your high delegation. It is an honor and
privilege on behalf of the Government and
people of Botswana to thank you for hon-
oring us with a visit and for your pro-African
initiatives on AIDS and trade.

This visit, the second of its kind by a Presi-
dent of the United States, is indeed a wel-
come gesture of the friendship that exists be-
tween our countries. The United States and
Botswana have enjoyed many years of fruitful
and beneficial relations.

Recently, when Botswana appealed to the
United States for help in the fight against
HIV/AIDS, you not only increased the fund-
ing for the BOTUSA testing and counseling
program, but also restored the Peace Corps
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program to mitigate the human resources
constraints.

Our country, together with Namibia, has
also been given special treatment under the
Africa Growth and Opportunity Act, AGOA.
In spite of the fact that Botswana graduated
from the least-developed-country status sev-
eral years ago, you, Mr. President, gave us
a special dispensation which allows us to use
third-country fabrics to produce textile goods
for export to the U.S. market.

I am happy to say that, as in many other
African countries, many jobs have been cre-
ated for Botswana. We deeply appreciate
your decision and are determined to maxi-
mize the benefits under this dispensation.

The assistance and cooperation we have
received clearly demonstrates that in the
United States, Botswana has a true and de-
pendable partner. Mr. President, we also
welcome your administration’s encourage-
ment of and collaboration with your country’s
private sector in the fight against the HIV/
AIDS pandemic in sub-Saharan Africa as a
whole and in Botswana in particular.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, may
I now ask you to join me in drinking a toast
to the continued good health and happiness
of the President of the United States, Mr.
George W. Bush, and First Lady, Mrs. Laura
Bush, to continued friendship and coopera-
tion between Botswana and the United
States of America, and of course, to inter-
national peace and security for which the
President stands.

To the President.

[At this point, the participants drank a toast.]

President Mogae. Pula!

Audience members. Pula!

President Mogae. Pula!

Audience members. Pula!

President Bush. Well, thank you very
much, Mr. President, for your warm words
of welcome and for your friendship and your
hospitality. And thank you, Madam First
Lady, as well for the hospitality that you've
shown Laura and me. We're delighted to
make our first visit to Botswana and to see
the vast and rich beauty of your country.

The United States and Botswana share
many beliefs. We believe that democratic
government provides the best protections for
human dignity. We believe that political and
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economic liberty go together and that pros-
perity is another word for economic freedom.
Botswana is known for the strength of your
democracy and for the vigor of your econ-
omy. And that’s a tribute to the leadership
of President Mogae and his administration.
You have demonstrated, sir, sound economic
management and fiscal discipline and a com-
mitment to free market principles. You have
shown that you can build a nation’s pros-
perity and transform the lives of its people.
And your trade policies, Mr. President, are
also ensuring strong commerce between Bot-
swana and the United States, which will only
grow in years ahead.

Botswana is also directly confronting HIV/
AIDS and taking bold steps to overcome this
crisis. We applaud your leadership. The peo-
ple of this nation have the courage and the
resolve to defeat this disease, and you will
have a partner in the United States of Amer-
ica. My country is acting to help all of Africa
in turning the tide against AIDS. This is the
deadliest enemy Africa has ever faced, and
you will not face this enemy alone.

Together, our two nations are determined
to build an Africa that is growing in peace,
in prosperity, and in hope. So let us toast
to the enduring friendship between the
United States and the Republic of Botswana.

Mr. President, to your health and to your
country’s success.

NoTe: The President spoke at approximately
12:30 p.m. at the Gaborone International Conven-
tion Centre. In his remarks, he referred to Bar-
bara Mogae, wife of President Mogae. President
Mogae referred to Chief Justice Julian Nganunu
of Botswana’s High Court; and Deputy Speaker
of the Botswana National Assembly Bahiti
Temane.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni
of Uganda and an Exchange With
Reporters in Entebbe, Uganda

July 11, 2003

President Museveni. So here is your
chance to see the heart of Africa, because
from where we are to Cape Town is about
5Y2 hours by plane. From here to Alexandria
is 5 hours. From here to Senegal is 7 hours
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by plane. From here to the Indian Ocean
is 3 hours. To reach the center of the con-
tinent is only 2 hours. And no tour will be
complete—[inaudible].

But we are most grateful that—[inaudi-
ble]l—support, the financial support. But
most important, the opening of the markets,
because when somebody buys what |
produce, he is giving me a little support.
Why? First of all, he is giving me money—
[inaudible]—because once | produce is a
great example.

So we are very, very grateful you are help-
ing, United States. Thank you so much.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Mr.
President, thank you for your hospitality. We
have come at your invitation to herald your
leadership. You have been a strong advocate
of free trade because you understand the
benefits of trade. My administration supports
AGOA and the promises and opportunities
that AGOA brings. You have been a strong
leader in helping to resolve regional disputes.
I want to thank you for that leadership.

And your country, as you noted, is strategi-
cally located in the heart of Africa. And
therefore, you're drawn into a lot disputes.
And you've done an excellent job of using
your prestige and your position to help re-
solve those disputes. And we—I will continue
to work with you to bring peace on the con-
tinent.

And finally, Mr. President, you have been
a world leader, not just a leader on the con-
tinent of Africa but a world leader in the fight
against HIV/AIDS. You have shown the
world what is possible in terms of reducing
infection rates. You have been honest and
open about the AIDS pandemic and, there-
fore, have led your people to seek prevention
and treatment and help and love.

And so Mr. President, we come to herald
your leadership and to assure you and to as-
sure the people of Uganda that when it
comes to the struggle against hopelessness
and poverty and disease, that you've got a
friend in the United States. Thank you very
much, sir.

President Museveni. Thank you.

Assistant Press Secretary Reed Dick-
ens. Thank you all.

Q. Mr. President, can you take a question,
sir, on the——
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Assistant Press Secretary Dickens.
Thank you all.

Ugandan Spokesperson. Those—you
had the statements from our two Presidents.
And actually we are asking you that you re-
port what you've seen here. So we are
pleased, really——

State of the Union Address

Q. With all due respect, Mr. President, can
you take a question, sir?

President Bush. Sure.

Q. Why—can you explain how an erro-
neous piece of intelligence on the Irag-Niger
connection got into your State of the Union
speech? Are you upset about it, and should
somebody be held accountable, sir?

President Bush. | gave a speech to the
Nation that was cleared by the intelligence
services. And it was a speech that detailed
to the American people the dangers posed
by the Saddam Hussein regime. And my
Government took the appropriate response
to those dangers. And as a result, the world
is going to be more secure and more peace-
ful.

NoTE: The President spoke at approximately 3
p.m. at the Imperial Botanical Beach Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at The AIDS Support
Organisation Centre in Entebbe

July 11, 2003

Thank you all. Please be seated, unless you
don’t have a chair. [Laughter] Thank you so
much for the gracious welcome. And | want
to thank the people of Uganda for such a
warm welcome for Laura and me. We love
being here. I'm really glad we came.

I want to thank the President for his hospi-
tality, and the First Lady, | want to thank
you for your hospitality as well.

This is such a land of hope in the heart
of Africa, is the best way to describe it. And
I bring with me the good wishes of the Amer-
ican people to the citizens of Uganda.

I’'m especially thankful to the staff and vol-
unteers of TASO. | appreciate you, Dr. Alex.
Thank you for your tour and your hospitality.
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You know, it's one thing to hear about the
ravages of AIDS or to read about them; it’s
another thing to see them firsthand.

I oftentimes talk about the armies of com-
passion in my own country. There’s no doubt
in my mind, today I met generals in the ar-
mies—in the worldwide army of compassion.
And | want to thank all of you who are in-
volved in the fight to deal with this terrible
pandemic.

A small place, a small house, you're doing
great works of compassion. And the influence
of TASO is bigger than you think. You have
worldwide influence here because you've
provided a model of care for Uganda. You've
shown what can work here in this country.
And Uganda, by confronting AIDS aggres-
sively and directly, is giving hope to peoples
all across the continent of Africa. We know
what it takes to fight AIDS because TASO
clinics and others like them are showing the
way.

People who come through these doors
need medical treatment, and you provide it.
People who come here needing to learn
about AIDS prevention; you give them im-
portant information. Men and women some-
times come to this place with terrible fears
and a broken spirit. You receive them with
kindness. You help them gain skills. You care
for their families. You encourage them to go
forward with life.

The AIDS virus does its worst harm in an
atmosphere of secrecy and unreasoning fear.
TASO is speaking the truth. The President
of Uganda speaks the truth. And therefore
you’re overcoming the stigma of the disease,
and you're lifting despair. You're welcoming
lonely, isolated people as brothers and sis-
ters. You treat every soul with respect and
dignity, because that’s the only way to treat
a child of God.

The disease of AIDS is fought with knowl-
edge and medical skill. It also is fought with
decent and loving hearts. TASO began here
16 years ago because of the vision of one
woman. It's been my honor and Laura’s
honor to meet Noerine. Noerine, thank you.
Noerine is a catalyst for change, a remarkable
soul who acted when she lost her husband,
Charles, to AIDS. Here’s what Noerine said.
She said, “l used to ask him, when he was
ill, ‘As you are lying there, what is the most
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precious thing?’” And he would say, “Just
touching me, holding my hand, just being
there.” “And,” says Noreen, “you don't have
to be a doctor to do that.”

The caring people of TASO have trans-
formed so many lives, as Agnes told us.
Agnes, we appreciate your testimony, and we
appreciate your love. Her husband died in
1992 of AIDS, and TASO counselors encour-
aged her to get tested. She discovered she
also had HIV and feared she did not have
long to live. The clinic gave her treatment.
Counselors brought food to her family and
paid the school fees for one of her daughters.

In 1994, Agnes started volunteering to
help at TASO, by teaching children and
counseling other women who have lost their
husbands. She says that when people hear
her story, they begin to think different; They
get courage; they have the will to live.

Others here at TASO have shown the
courage that turns loss and fear into some-
thing positive and good. Godfrey Monda has
worked here for a decade. In addition to sup-
porting his own children, he cares for six chil-
dren left by his two sisters who died of AIDS.
Godfrey is a counselor to about 300 people
in his region. Every 3 months, he and several
coworkers take a boat to Goosie Island on
Lake Victoria, where they train volunteers to
combat AIDS and provide AIDS education
with a drama group. Because of this good
man’s work, others will be spared from the
grief his family has known.

And that is the kind of devotion and unself-
ish effort that turning the tide against AIDS
requires all across the continent of Africa and
all across the world. You're leading the way
here in Uganda.

To win this fight, governments must also
act with compassion and purpose. Govern-
ments have got to lead. And Mr. President,
you're leading, and so is your administration.
And I've been honored to meet the ministers
of health, the AIDS coordinator, people of
your Cabinet who understand when Presi-
dent Museveni says we must deal with the
issue honestly and openly and compas-
sionately.

President Museveni and Uganda have pur-
sued a direct and comprehensive anti-AlDS
strategy. They emphasize abstinence and
marital fidelity as well as condoms to prevent
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HIV transmissions. They developed a strat-
egy. They're implementing the strategy for
the whole world to see, and the results have
been magnificent.

Their approach has reduced the HIV in-
fection rate to 5 percent in this country, the
most dramatic decline in the world. For
many in Uganda, the value of this achieve-
ment is beyond measure. Men and women
are gaining years of life. More Ugandan chil-
dren are growing up with mothers and fa-
thers, and this country is reclaiming its fu-
ture. Life by life, village by village, Uganda
is showing that AIDS can be defeated across
Africa.

However, the current efforts to oppose the
disease are simply not equal to the need. And
America understands that. Nearly 30 million
people on this continent are living with HIV/
AIDS, including 3 million children under the
age of 15. More than 4 million people require
immediate drug treatment, but just 1 percent
of them are receiving the medicine they re-
quire.

Africa has the will to fight AIDS, but it
needs the resources as well. And this is my
country’s pledge to the people of Africa and
the people of Uganda: You are not alone in
this fight. America has decided to act. Over
the next 5 years, my country will spend $15
billion on the fight—to fight AIDS around
the world, with special focus here on the con-
tinent of Africa. We'll work with govern-
ments and private groups and faith-based or-
ganizations to put in place a comprehensive
system to prevent, to diagnose, and to treat
AIDS. We will support abstinence-based
education for young people in schools and
churches and community centers. We will
provide comprehensive services to treat mil-
lions of new infections.

Throughout all regions of targeted coun-
tries, we'll provide HIV testing. We'll pur-
chase antiretroviral medications and other
drugs that are needed to extend lives. We
will help establish broad and efficient net-
works to deliver drugs, including by motor-
cycle, just as you did here in Uganda. We
will help build and renovate and equip clinics
and laboratories. We will prepare doctors and
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nurses and other health care professionals to
treat AIDS more effectively.

The resources our country provides will
help to hire and train childcare workers, to
look after orphans, and to provide care at
home to many AIDS patients. In other
words, we want to join you in the war against
the pandemic of AIDS. We want to be on
your side in a big way.

This is the proper place for me to summa-
rize the initiative that I've laid out before
Congress. Because there’s no doubt about it,
in order to be effective, there has to be a
willingness on the part of the people of the
country, and you've got a willingness here
in Uganda. You've got good leadership.
You've got good leadership in your religious
institutions. You've got good leadership
throughout your Government. You've got
fantastic doctors. You've got the people
themselves that are willing to rise up and to
confront the disease.

You know, I believe God has called us into
action. | believe we have a responsibility—
my country has got a responsibility. We are
a great nation; we're a wealthy nation. We
have a responsibility to help a neighbor in
need, a brother and sister in crisis. And that’s
what I'm here to talk about. And | want to
thank you for giving me the chance. | want
to thank you for giving me the chance to
come and share the compassion of my coun-
try for the people who suffer. We look for-
ward to working with you. We look forward
to being on the forefront of saying that when
history called, we responded.

So, Mr. President, I'm honored that you
would receive us. Laura and | are thrilled
to be spending time in your beautiful coun-
try. I want to thank those who have provided
witness and provided music. | want to thank
you all for your hospitality. May God bless
the people of Uganda. May God continue to
bless the United States of America.

Thank you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to President Yoweri Kaguta
Museveni of Uganda and his wife, Janet; and Dr.
Alex G. Coutinho, director, and Noerine Kaleeba,
founder, The AIDS Support Organisation.
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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 5

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

July 6

In the morning, the President and Mrs.
Bush attended church services at St. John’s
Church in Lafayette Square.

July 7

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings. Later, he traveled
to Landover, MD.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Dakar, Senegal, arriving the
next morning.

July 8

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, at the Presidential
Palace, he and Mrs. Bush participated in a
welcoming ceremony  with  President
Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal and his wife,
Viviane. Later, the two Presidents met with
leaders of West African democracies, includ-
ing President Mathieu Kerekou of Benin,
President Pedro Pires of Cape Verde, Presi-
dent Yahya Jammeh of The Gambia, Presi-
dent John Agyekum Kufuor of Ghana, Presi-
dent Amadou Toumani Toure of Mali, Presi-
dent Mamadou Tandja of Niger, and Presi-
dent Ahmad Tejan Kabbah of Sierra Leone.

Later in the morning, the President and
Mrs. Bush, with President Wade and Mrs.
Wade, traveled to Goree Island, where they
toured the House of Slaves.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Pretoria, South Africa.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James Casey Kenny to be Ambas-
sador to Ireland.
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July 9

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, at Union House, he
and Mrs. Bush participated in a welcoming
ceremony with President Thabo Mbeki of
South Africa and his wife, Zanele Dlamini.

In the afternoon, at the Presidential Guest
House, the President and Mrs. Bush at-
tended a luncheon hosted by President
Mbeki and Mrs. Mbeki. Later, the President
toured a Ford Motor Co. automobile assem-
bly plant in Mamelodi, Pretoria, and partici-
pated in a roundtable discussion on AIDS
prevention with Ford employees.

In the evening, at the U.S. Ambassador’s
residence, the President and Mrs. Bush at-
tended a dinner with South African and U.S.
business executives hosted by Ambassador
Cameron R. Hume and his wife, Rigmor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Susan C. Schwab to be Deputy
Secretary of the Treasury.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kenneth Leet to be Under Sec-
retary of the Treasury for Domestic Finance.

July 10

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, at the Sheraton Pre-
toria Hotel, he met with U.S. Embassy em-
ployees and their families.

Later in the morning, the President and
Mrs. Bush traveled to Gaborone, Botswana,
where they participated in an arrival cere-
mony with President Festus Gontebanye
Mogae of Botswana at Sir Seretse Khama
International Airport. Later, at the Gaborone
International Convention Centre, the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Bush, with President Mogae
and his wife, Barbara, viewed Southern Afri-
can Global Competitiveness Hub exhibits on
trade between southern Africa and the U.S.
and met with Botswanan businesspeople, in-
cluding women business entrepreneurs.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush toured the Mokolodi Nature Reserve.

Later in the afternoon, the President
greeted U.S. Embassy employees and their
families at Sir Seretse Khama International
Airport. He and Mrs. Bush then traveled to
Pretoria, South Africa.



906

The White House announced that the
President will meet with United Nations Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan at the White
House on July 14.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Karan K. Bhatia to be Assistant
Secretary of Transportation for Aviation and
International Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Cynthia R. Church to be Assistant
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Public and
Intergovernmental Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Domingo S. Herraiz to be Director
of the Bureau of Justice Assistance.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Leslie Silverman to be a member
of the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mauricio J. Tamargo to be Chair-
man of the Foreign Claims Settlement Com-
mission of the United States.

The President announced his intention to
designate Marianne Lamont Horinko as Act-
ing Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

The President announced his intention to
designate Stephen L. Johnson as Acting Dep-
uty Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

July 11

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush
traveled to Entebbe, Uganda.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush participated in an arrival ceremony
with President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of
Uganda at Entebbe International Airport.
Later, at the Imperial Botanical Beach Hotel,
the President met with U.S. Embassy em-
ployees and their families.

Later in afternoon, at The AIDS Support
Organisation (TASO) Centre, the President
and Mrs. Bush, with President Museveni and
his wife, Janet, toured facilities and listened
to a performance of the Watoto Children’s
Choir.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Abuja, Nigeria.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister Tony
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Blair of the United Kingdom to the White
House for a meeting and dinner on July 17.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David Eisner to be Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Corporation for National
and Community Service.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Constance A. Morella to be Rep-
resentative of the U.S. to the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment, with the rank of Ambassador.

The President declared a major disaster in
Indiana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and
flooding on July 4 and continuing.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted July 7

Jeane J. Kirkpatrick,

of Maryland, for the rank of Ambassador dur-
ing her tenure of service as Representative
of the United States of America on the
Human Rights Commission of the Economic
and Social Council of the United Nations.

Federico Lawrence Rocha,

of California, to be U.S. Marshal for the
Northern District of California for the term
of 4 years, vice James J. Molinari, resigned.

James G. Roche,
of Maryland, to be Secretary of the Army,
vice Thomas E. White, resigned.

Donald K. Steinberg,

of California, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
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Submitted July 8

Daniel J. Bryant,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, vice Viet D. Dinh, resigned.

Submitted July 11

Cynthia R. Church,

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Veterans Affairs (Public and Intergovern-
mental Affairs), vice Maureen P. Cragin, re-
signed.

Joel David Kaplan,

of Massachusetts, to be Deputy Director of
the Office of Management and Budget, vice
Nancy Dorn.

Constance Albanese Morella,

of Maryland, to be Representative of the
United States of America to the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment, with the rank of Ambassador.

Leslie Silverman,

of Virginia, to be a member of the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission for a
term expiring July 1, 2008 (reappointment).

Mauricio J. Tamargo,

of Florida, to be Chairman of the Foreign
Claims Settlement Commission of the
United States for a term expiring September
30, 2006 (reappointment).

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.
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Released July 5

Statement by the Press Secretary on the ter-
rorist attack in Moscow

Released July 9

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Released July 10

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary
of State Colin L. Powell on the President’s
visit to Botswana

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi
Annan

Released July 11

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer and National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of
British Prime Minister Tony Blair

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Indiana

Announcement of nomination of U.S. Attor-
ney for the District of Utah

Acts Approved
by the President

NoTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.



